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Enrolment Program for 2026 
Despite significant difficulties over the last few 
months, I am very pleased (and relieved) to 
advise that the planned online Enrolment 
Program for 2026 will proceed. Many thanks 
and plaudits to Warwick Wright, who has 
laboured mightily for the last 2 months sorting 
out the problems with MyU3A. 

Fees 

Fees remain unchanged at $70 per calendar 
year with no pro-rata. 

 

Brochures 

The brochures have been delayed but delivery is anticipated at the office on 17 November. 
All 2026 classes can be viewed online and a list of classes is displayed at the Front Office. 

Enrolment dates 

Members are eligible to enrol from the dates listed below for their assigned priority level. 
Priority levels are posted on the noticeboard outside the Office. 

Dates for enrolment according to priority level are: 

Level 1 Wednesday 19 November 

Level 2 Friday 21 November 

Level 3 Monday 24 November 

Level 4 Wednesday 26 November 

Open enrolments begin Thursday 27 November 

Doug Wallace 
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An enrolment limit of 3 classes applies until Wednesday 14 January when the 3-class limit will be 
lifted. This limit is designed to give members with a lower priority a chance to enrol in ‘high demand’ 
classes. 

Online enrolments 

Online enrolments begin from 6:30 am on the date relevant to your priority. To login you will need your 
membership ID number and password. If you cannot remember your ID or password, click on ‘Forgot 
Password/ID’ and a new password will be sent to your email address. Alternatively, refer to the Admin 
people in the Back Office, where you may need to prove your identity. 

Many people have already paid their membership fees as requested, and we thank you for that. You 
can pay your membership fee with your credit card via e-Way. Remember to relax and allow plenty of 
time for the system to register your payment and return you to the U3A Manningham website. Also, as 
in previous years, you can pay and enrol at the same time online, but the fee payment must be 
completed before you can enrol in classes. 

It is suggested that you print a copy of your enrolments. 

For more details about how to enrol online, see https://u3amanningham.org.au/courses-activities/. 

Manual enrolments 

Volunteer enrolment staff will be available in Room 1 from 19 November to 28 November. They will be 
able to accept payments and enrol people requiring assistance on or after their priority day. Credit 
card payments using e-Way can also be made in this period. 

Enrolment forms and cash may be left at the Office for those members unable to go online or who will 
be absent on their enrolment day. These enrolments are not given preference over members attending 
Room 1. 

Upon completion of your enrolment, you should receive an email confirmation of your enrolment 
status for each class. You can also check online on your personal member’s page. 

Doug Wallace 
Enrolments and Data Management 

  

Summer School is coming! 

More classes have recently been added to Summer School 2026. For the full list of classes, 
click on the SUMMER SCHOOL tab on the Course Information section of the website. 

If you’d like to enrol in any of the courses, please complete a manual enrolment form at the 
U3A Office. The modest once-only $10 enrolment fee covers all classes. Please pay in cash. 

https://u3amanningham.org.au/courses-activities/
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Oaks Day Celebration at U3AM 
 

U3A Manningham brought the spirit of Flemington to 
our members with a lively Oaks Day celebration in the 
Pines Function Room (PFR). Event organiser Graeme 
Mills welcomed members, who were dressed to 
impress and ready to party. The PFR was filled to 
capacity and buzzed with laughter, music, singing, 
dancing and vibrant conversation. 

Graeme opened the event with a solo rendition of 
Maurice Chevalier’s ‘Thank Heaven for Little Girls’. A 
highlight of the afternoon was a mock running of the 
Oaks Day Cup, with Committee members as jockeys. 
The member who drew the winning horse received a 
prize hamper. 

 

 

 

A series of fun competitions added to the excitement: Best 
Dressed Lady, Best Dressed Man, Best Dressed Couple, Best 
Lady’s Hat or Fascinator, Most Outrageous Outfit, and Best 
Dressed Table. All trophies were handcrafted by Graeme. 

 

 

 

 

 

Entertainment included dancing and group 
singing led by Mavis Blake and her choir, 
accompanied by Christina Boyd on piano. 

 

Special thanks to Events and Catering Manager Maureen Bowman and her team for transforming the 
PFR into a festive venue and for providing the bubbly, delicious sandwiches and cakes. 

 

 

Event organiser Graeme Mills enjoying the celebration 
 with members 

Festive Oaks Day atmosphere 

Winners of the best dressed table 
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Our U3A recognises the importance of social connection in keeping our members active, happy and 
healthy. The Oaks Day celebration at U3AM achieved this goal. As one member so aptly said: ‘It was a 
fun day of camaraderie and friendship.’ 

For more photos of this special occasion, click here. 

Shirley Fung 
President 

  

 

Cheers! 

PFR filled to capacity 

La Conga 

https://u3amanningham.org.au/oaks-day-celebration-at-u3am/
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Travellers’ Tales 
Come travel with us all over the world from the comfort of your own home! 

Join Travellers’ Tales by Zoom where our guest presenters share their photographs, experiences and stories 
from locations all over the world. 

 
 

 
 

  

This year we visited the Western Australian wildflowers and the Savannah Way from Cairns to Darwin.  
We also had a trip to New Zealand. In the Northern Hemisphere we enjoyed a Trans-Siberian adventure, 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the Mediterranean Sea area of Sicily, France, Switzerland, and Eastern 
Europe from Bucharest to Budapest along the Danube River. 

Last year our Australian destinations included the Kimberley, Kakadu, Fitzroy Island, Magnetic Island and 
Heron Island. The international destinations explored were Japan, Iceland, Morocco, India and Antarctica. 
In the previous year members were engaged by visits to South Korea, Romania and Bulgaria, South-West 
Western Australia, Madagascar, China, the Greek Islands, and the Wilds of Wiltshire in England. 

At the end of each presentation, you can ask questions and add comments. 

Not used to Zoom? No worries, we will help you connect. 

We welcome suggestions for different holiday destinations and encourage new members to share their 
knowledge and stories, if they would like to. 

Travellers’ Tales offers the opportunity to see the wonders of the world. We often learn about the 
geography and geology of a location and its history, culture, religion, traditions and customs. In addition, 
we learn about new cuisines, the lifestyle of the locals and their arts and crafts, the economy, and 
peoples’ values and attitudes. 

The Travellers’ Tales class is available only in Term 1 and Term 2 each year on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month at 2:00 to 3:30 pm. 

We invite you to join the U3AM Travellers’ Tales group in 2026. 

Photos are from the collections of Tom Harbottle and Pamela Dry 
Top from left: Madagascar; Himeji Castle, Japan; Harry Potter Hogwarts Express, Glenfinnan Viaduct, Scotland; Yotei Zan, 
Hokkaido, Japan 
Below from left: Cute lion cubs, Zambia; Sun Voyager by JG Arnason, Reykjavik, Iceland; Torii, Miyajima, Japan; Hoysaleswara 
Temple, Halebidu, India 

Pamela Dry, Tutor, Travellers’ Tales 
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Testing and tagging of electrical equipment 
Over the last couple of weeks, the U3AM Equipment Management 
Team has been working steadily behind the scenes to ensure that 
U3A Manningham complies with our statutory requirement for the 
testing and tagging of applicable electrical equipment. This 
important process helps keep all our members as safe as possible. 

An image of a compliant tag is shown opposite. Some of our 
equipment may have different tags attached to it depending on the 
service provider, but the main thing to look for is whether the 
equipment is within testing dates. 

It is the responsibility of all U3AM members to make sure they only 
use U3AM electrical equipment that has a current electrical 
appliance tag attached and it is within testing dates. 

If you find any U3AM equipment without a tag, or with a tag that shows it is out of test date, please do 
not use it. Instead, isolate it from use where practicable, and inform the Equipment Manager by 
raising a notice through the Office staff. 

Your cooperation will help ensure the continued safety of all our members. 

Andrew Barnett 
Equipment Manager 

Artistic Showcase 2025 

 

All U3AM classes will be cancelled on this day so that members can enjoy the event. 

Liew Staras 
Artistic Showcase Event Organiser 
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Volunteers wanted: join our Communications Team! 
Good communication keeps our members 
informed, connected and engaged and we 
need your help to keep it that way! 

The U3A Manningham Communications 
Team is looking for volunteers to help in 
several key areas: 

 

Editing 

Help polish articles and announcements for our newsletter, emails and website.  
You’ll proofread, tidy up wording, and create short introductions to draw readers in. 

Reporting 

Love meeting people and telling stories? Our reporters write about classes, members 
and events that make U3A Manningham such a vibrant community. 

Photography 

Take photos at U3AM events and for other stories and prepare the images for 
publication on the website and in newsletters. 

Digital publication 

Once everything is written, the production team swings into action. You’ll assist with 
publishing news via our website, pdf and email. 

The website uses WordPress, which is simple to learn (no coding needed). For 
someone with general IT experience, it would be similar to learning Publisher or 
PowerPoint. Next year, we plan to introduce MailChimp for email newsletters. 

Each of these roles plays an important part in keeping our community informed. The 
time commitment is regular but not demanding and you’ll be part of a friendly, 
supportive team. 

Interested? 

To volunteer or to find out more, please email me at 
communications@u3am.onmicrosoft.com. 

Neville Cook 
Communications Manager & Webmaster 

  

mailto:communications@u3am.onmicrosoft.com
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The Communications Team 
• Communications Manager: Neville Cook 
• Assistant Manager: Jenny Johnstone 

• Editorial: Judy Maxwell, Dawn Head 
• Production: Helen Halliday 

Information contained in this newsletter was correct at the time of publication. U3A Manningham makes no guarantee that 
the information contained in the newsletter is accurate. 

 

Vale 
U3A Manningham acknowledges with sadness that the following members have recently died and 
extends condolences to their families and friends: 

Graham Bashford 

Jim Poulter 

Ailin Han 

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS  

Contributions to our newsletter may be sent to: 

 CommunicationsTeam@u3amanningham.org.au.  

Please ensure that all contributions contain your name and 
contact details. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to provide a stimulating learning and social 
environment for people who are interested in engaging with others 
in sharing educational, creative, leisure and social activities to keep 
their minds active. 

 


