Mandarin for Beginners

Year 2024

Term 3 Week 2 (24/07/2024)

=2y oo Xué xiao - school

==]ES Zhongguo - China

N=F Wén zi - language

=xlyvy Zhongwén - Chinese language (includes dialects)

T BTE pu tong hua - Mandarin Chinese (does not include
dialects)

Sentences / Phrases

Ni shuo Zhongwén ma?

Do you speak Chinese?

Ni jiang Zhongwén ma?

Do you speak Chinese?

W0 men fang le san ge xing qi jia qi

We had 3 weeks’ holidays

Note: “ge” is not used for year jia g1 = holiday
(nian) nor day (tian)
wu ge yue 5 months

yue = month

wl yue

the month of May (5" month)

N1 ji shui?

How old are you?

Ni de sheng ri shi shén me shi hou?

When is your birthday?

Ni de sheng ri shi ji yue ji hao?

On which month and day is your
birthday?

Er ling r shi nian

2024 (as in year)
ling = zero

Er shi si hao

24" (as in date)

Jin tidn gi hao?

What date is today?

Jin tian shi ...< nian > < yue > <day>
hao

Jin tidn shi er ling ér si nian, qi yue,
shi liu hao

Today’s date is ... <year> <month>
<day>

Today’s date is 2024 July 16

Term 3 Week 4 (7/08/2024)

&F nian —year
)=| yué - month; the moon
2 Xingqr - week




x tian — day

=) you - to have

Bt zaoshang — morning (before 8AM)
4 shangwl — morning (between 8AM to 12PM)
mafe zhongwt - noon

T4 xiawu - afternoon

iR £ wanshang - evening, night

F® banyé - midnight

8 fén zhong - minute

= didn - o'clock

n fén - minute

Sentences / Phrases

W de sheng ri shi <DATE> hao

W0 de sheng ri shi <yi jit wu q1
nian> < yT yué> < san shi> hao

My birthday is on <DATE>
DATE = <year> <month> <day>
DATE = 1957-01-30

Y1 ge xing qgi you ji tian?

One week has how many days?

Y1 tian you er shi si xiao shi

One day has twenty-four hours
Hours = xido shi

Y1 nidn you shi er ge yue

One year has twelve months

Y1 xido shi you liu shi fén zhong

One hour has sixty minutes

Liu yue you san shi tian

June has thirty days

Term 3 Week 6 (21/08/2024)

INE} xiaoshi - hour

o/ mido - second

JL ji- How many?

IEE xian zai - now

=1 dian - o'clock

Zl xian zai ke - a quarter of an hour

Sentences / Phrases

Xian zai shi si dian er shi (the time) Now is 4:20
Shang wu shi dian si shi si fen 10:44 AM

Xia wu si dian 4:00 PM

banye yi dian 1:00 AM




Term 3 Week 7 (28/08/2024)

T @iE pU tong hua - Mandarin Chinese (does not include
dialects)
EEKRZF L3o nian da xué - university for the elderly (U3A)
M. o Zl cong... dao... - from...to...
= ling - zero
5 méi - every
= zai - at, in, on
==l xuésheng - student
Sentences / Phrases
Xido xué Primary school
Xido xuésheng Primary school student
zhong xué Middle school
Da xué University
San dian ling wu fén 3:05
San dian shi fen 3:10

Xian zai ji dian zhong

What is the time now?

Meéi ge xing qi san, cong san dian
zhong dao si dian er shi fen, wo
men zai Lao nian da xué, xué pu
tong hua

Every Wednesday, from three o’clock to
four-twenty, we study Mandarin at U3A

Mandarin Sentence Structures:
a. <WHEN> <WHERE> <WHO> <WHAT>
b. <WHO> <WHEN><WHERE>WHAT>

When specifying an address, the bigger
unit comes first

Example:

Australia, Victoria, Doncaster, Blackburn
Road, 45

Term 3 Week 8 (4/09/2024)

EiR

shang ke - to go to class, attend class

rdh

= tang - measure word for classes

5§53 tiao wu - to dance
e chang gé - to sing

—'—= N
I unﬁ

péng tido - (v) cook / (n) cooking




Sentences / Phrases

Méi gé xing g, cai Ido nidn da xué,
wo shang san tang ke

Every week, at U3A, | attend 3 classes

Yi tang ke shi tiao wu, yi tang shi
Chang gée, yi tang shi péng tido

One is a dance class, one is a singing
class, One is a cooking class

Tamen shang péng tido ke

They attend a cooking class

hé tang drink soup

hé zhou drink congee

hé jirou zhou drink chicken congee

you tido Chinese donut / cruller / deep-fried

breadstick

Term 3 Week 9 (11/09/2024)

#h dou - both; all

H zhi - only

[75] lidng - two

i1 na/néi - which

AR yOu Vi si - interesting

REER méi ydu yi si - not interesting

52 zui - most

BE kén ding - to be sure; to be certain; sure; certain;
definite; to confirm; to affirm; affirmative

Sentences / Phrases

Yi gé xing g1, cai |[do nian da xué,
shang ji tang ke?

How many classes do you attend at U3A
in a week?

Yi ge xing g1, zhi shang yi tang ke

Only attend one class in a week

liang tang ke

Two classes

Néi liang tang?

Which two classes?

Néi zui you yi si?

Which is the most interesting?

Néi zui méi you yi si?

Which is the least interesting?

W0 de ke, dou you vyi si

All my classes are interesting

wu tang, tai duo

5 classes is too many

Tiao wu ke, kén ding you yi si

Dance class is certainly interesting

Xia ge xing g1 san, shi zui hou yi
tang ke

Next Wednesday is the last class

Term 3 Week 10 (18/09/2024)

&

fang jia - to have a holiday or vacation

BRE jiaqr-

vacation




T2 Xia gé xingqr - next week
£ EH shang geé xingqi - last week
FF a4 kaishi - to start; to begin
M cong - xia ge xingqi from
ik zuo - to do, to make
I=:] I - inside
14 shénme - what
A women - we, us
Sentences / Phrases
nimen you (plural)
tamen they

Jiaqiyi hou

After the holidays, ...

Shengdan jié

Christmas holidays

Shu jia

Summer holidays

han jia

Winter holidays

Xia ge xingqi san shi zuihou y1 tang
ke

Next Wednesday is the last class

Wodmen cdng xia ge xingqr kaishi
fang jia

We will start our holiday from next
week

Cdng xia ge xingqi, women kaishi

From next week, we will start to go on

fang jia holidays
Céng xia ge xinggt, lao nian da xué | From next week, U3A will start to be on
kaishi fang jia holidays

Jiaqili, ni zudo shénme?

What are you going to do during the
holidays?

WO bu zuo shénme

| am not doing anything

Shang ge jia g1, ni zuo shénme?

Last holidays, what did oyu do?

W& méi you zuo shénme

| did not do anything
Note: “méi you” is only used to refer to
something in the past

Shénme de wo bu zuo

| do absolutely nothing

Fang iang ge xingqi jia

Holiday for two weeks

W0 hé wo de péngydu qu hé kaféi

| and my friend went out to drink coffee

Ershi san hao, wd qu Wollongong

On the 23", | am going to Wollongong

Zai Wollongong, ni zud shénme?

In Wollongong, what will you do?

Shang y1 ge xiaoshi érshi fenzhong
ke

Attend a 1hour 20 min class

Y1 xiaoshi you liushi féenzhong

1 hour has 60 minutes




